CHAPTER XVI

THE LION IS INTERVIEWED 11V THE LAMB

1894

NEVER before in its troublous history had the Salvation
Army been so busy as during these years, It had now
penetrated into the social field of human progress, spread-
ing itself into many of the occupations of mankind, associat-
ing itself with the total effort of humanity, itself a jmrt of
civilization. But the soul of the old General \\as now con-
cerned mainly with the one and ultimate activity which had
fired his youth; he was glad to hear of victories on this wing
and that, was watchful and critical of the strategy all along
the Army's extended taittle-front; but hi?* attention was
directed always to the centre, his determination was
set with something of a new impulse ujiun tin* conquest of
sin and the conversion of mankind*

Evidence of this concentration of his soul on its original
line of march is seen m the rejiort of an interview which
he gave to one of hin own journalists in the year iKc)4, the
printer's proof of which we may !*e jfrriVrtly certain was
subjected to his improving pencil This simple news|mper
article, autobiographical in its character, is one of the most
valuable documents of that period; its total omisKion of
any reference to social reform, its ardent insistence ujx>n
the centre of Salvation Army experience1, its fiery promul-
gation of Salvation Army teaching, not only reveal the
contemporary mind of William Booth with authentic force.
but help One to realize how complete at this time* was hi#
reaction from the obsessions of serial reformation. It will
be seen later on that the year 1804, frsidrn firing a very
busy one, was a year of some anxiety for the Army's social
organization, but the piece of journalism which we now
present to the reader with hut few omissions, and those
only for the sake of brevity, shown with unmintakahle
emphasis that his social adventure had now lost its ohsens-
ing power and that he was back again at the Penitent-